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Panel’s 'New Evidence’ In King Death 

By MORRIS CUNNINGHAM 


From The Commercial Appeal 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — The House Assassina- 
tions Committee Tuesday revealed some 
u new evidence” in the assassination of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., but a Justice De- 
partment task force that investigated the 
King case said it was old stuff and of no 
significance. 

Rep. Louis Stokes (D-Ghio), the commit- 
tee chairman, arose on the House floor to 
say that a man known as Leon Owen ‘Shot- 
gun 1 Powell had stated that in the fall of 
1967 in Atlanta, he and his brother, Claude 
Powell, had been offered a “contract” to 
kill Dr. King. 

Stokes said ‘Shotgun 1 Powell had taken 
his story to the FBI in January, 1976, and 
that the FBI had turned over to the Justice 


Department the results of its inquiry, 
which included polygraph (lie detector) 
tests of the Powell brothers. 

Stokes said the committee subpenaed. 
Claude Powell but that he has refused to . 
appear, citing “fear for his life” as a rea- 
son. 

Informed of Stokes 1 statement, a mem- 
ber of the Justice Department 5 task force 
said the incident was considered and dis- 
counted by the task force in the course of 
its eight-month inquiry into the King case. 

The inquiry was headed by Michael E. 
Shaheeft Jr., former mayor of Como, Miss., 
who is director of the Justice Depart- 
ment’s Office of Professional Responsibil- 
ity. 

A 201-page report released Jan. 11, 1977, 
found that James Earl Ray killed Dr. King 
and that the evidence indicates he acted 


i 


. Is Called Old Stuff By Task Force 


alone. 

known facts. The results were nega- 
tive.” 

A task force member said statements of 


the Powell brothers, as well as the FBI 1 
investigation of their allegations, werej 
considered and discounted as being with-i 
out significance. 



